Dia de (los) Muertos .

A Tradition Through the Ages




Overview

AWelcome and Introductions

AThe celebration's origins

ACatholic influence after the conquest
AHow it is celebrated today

AEfforts to keep it alive

AQuestions and experiences of Dia de los Muertos




How familiar are you with Dia de
los Muertos?



Dia de (los) Muertos

ACelebrated on Nov. 1 and 2

ANov. 2" js a National Holiday in Mexico when deceased
family members, friends, co-workers and even celebrities are
honored.

AA great staple of this holiday is the elaborate altars (los
altares de muerto) that are displayed during the celebration.




The Origins

AThe celebration has its roots in prehispanic traditions
thousands of years old

APrehispanic cultures, such as the Aztecs, had very different
beliefs regarding death

Alnstead of going to a heaven or hell depending on how you
lived your life, it was believed that the final resting place
depended on how you died.



T 1 al (GadofRain) paradise

If a death was
somehow related to
water, or lightning,
or disease, the
deceased would go
toT | al paradiss.

A place of peace
and abundance.




Omeyocan( Sunos Pa’!

If you died during battle,

as a captive of war, or, for
women, during childbirth,
you would go Omeyocan.
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Ruled by Huitzilopochtli,
the God of War.

A place of constant
celebration, dances and
sun worshiping.




Mictlan

It was believed that this
IS where most people
when after dying.

This dark place was

ruled by Mictecacihuatl,
or the ALady
Dead, 0 and h
husband Miclantecuhtl,
the ruler of the
underworld.

mictecacihuat




A Torturous Road to Mictlan

Alt was believed that the
deceased would have to go
through a long journey to
arrive in Mictlan.

ATherefore, several useful
items were placed in the
graves of the deceased.




A different Philosophy about Death

A The Aztecs and other Meso-American
civilizations kept skulls as trophies and
displayed them during the ritual. The
skulls were used to symbolize death
and rebirth.

A The skulls were used to honor the dead,
whom the Aztecs and other Meso-
American civilizations believed came
b_ackI to visit during the month-long
ritual.

A The festivities were dedicated to the
goddess, known as the "Lady of the
Dead", corresponding to the modern
Catrina.



Spanish Conquest and Influence

AAl | Saints6 Day
ANovember 1

AAIl Souls Day
ANovember 2




Syncretism

AThe combination of different
(and frequently
contradictory) beliefs, often
while melding practices of
various schools of thought




